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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 08530 
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TAGS: PFOR PINS CG FR 

SUBJECT: ZAIRE INVASION: VIEW FROM THE MATIGNON 
REF: PARIS 8271 (NOTAL) 

1 . DURING LUNCHEON CONVERSATION MARCH 23, PRIME 
MINISTER BARRE’S INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS ADVISOR MICHEL 

DE BONNECORSE SAID THAT THE FRENCH CONSIDER THE BELGIANS 
MUCH TOO PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE ZAIRIAN SITUATION. HE 
GAVE AS HIS PERSONAL VIEW, WHICH ADMITTEDLY WAS NOT 
SHARED BY OTHERS IN THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, THE BELIEF 
THAT THE KATANGESE INVASION IS ESSENTIALLY A RETURN 
HOME BY MERCENARIES NO LONGER HAPPY NOR WANTED IN 
ANGOLA. WHILE ANGOLA IS PROVIDING THE KATANGESE WITH 
LOGISTICS SUPPORT. BONNECORSE THOUGHT THAT THERE WERE 
NO CLEAR SIGNS AS YET THAT THE INCURSION WAS PART OF 
AN ATTEMPT BY THE ANGOLESE/CUBANS/SOVIETS TO DESTABILIZE 
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ZAIRE OR TO TOPPLE MOBUTU. 

2. HAVING DELIVERED THIS OPINION, BONNECORSE WENT ON 

TO DESCRIBE IN RATHER DRAMATIC TERMS SOVIET ATTEMPTS TO 
GAIN INFLUENCE IN AFRICA. HE SAID THAT THESE WERE 
TIED ORIGINALLY TO SOVIET EFFORTS IN EAST AFRICA 
GENERATED BY THEIR INDIAN OCEAN DESIGNS. AND SUBSE- 
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QUENTLY WERE EXTENDED TO OTHER PARTS OF THE CONTINENT 
ONCE THE SOVIETS RECOGNIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF WESTERN 
EUROPE'S VITAL NEED FOR AFRICAN RAW MATERIALS. 

3. COMMENT: THE CURRENT APPARENT LULL IN FORWARD 
MOVEMENT BY THE INVADERS NO DOUBT CONTRIBUTES TO 
BONNECORSE'S FRAME OF MIND. WHILE A FEW OTHERS HERE 
SHARE HIS OPTIMISM, MOST OF OUR QUAI AND ELYSEE CON- 
TACTS REMAIN LESS SANGUINE ABOUT ZAIRE'S PROSPECTS. 

GAMMON 
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